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General Manager’s Report
January 13, 2014

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS UPDATE

FEDERAL

On January 7, Congress returned from their holiday recess.

Members face the immediate task of finalizing the FY14 appropriations bills prior to the
expiration of the current CR on January 15.  Appropriators have made significant progress, but
obstacles remain and a short-term stopgap spending measure may be needed if policy and
funding differences are not soon settled. Appropriations leaders will meet again today to
continue working through more than 130 policy riders that have been filed to the $1.012 trillion
omnibus and they will attempt to determine a timeline for the package to be presented to the
full House and Senate.

On January 3, House Majority Leader Cantor (R-VA) sent his conference his January
legislative agenda (attached) which includes bills related to Obamacare, appropriations, Iran,
WRRDA, and CERCLA reform.

Looking ahead to FY15, Administration sources say that OMB is at least a month behind
schedule for developing the president's FY15 spending plan, which by statute is supposed to
be submitted to Congress on the first Monday in February.  There is no penalty for a late
submission, but appropriators cannot hold budget hearings until they have a chance to review
the Administration’s proposals.  Last year, the president’s budget was released in early April —
two months late — a delay Administration officials blamed on negotiating an agreement on tax
cuts that were expiring at the end of 2012, as well as a sequester that began in 2013.
Congress did not clear any FY14 spending bills in 2013 due in part to that initial delay and a
similar outcome is possible this year, which is also an election year.

On January 8, FTA published its safety advisory to protect track workers that was originally
announced on New Year’s Eve (attached).  The first, R-13-39, recommends that all rail transit
agencies be required to provide redundant protection for their roadway workers, such as
positive train control, secondary warning devices, or shunting devices on track. The second, R-
13-40, recommends that all rail transit agencies be required to review their rules and
procedures for wayside workers and revise them, as necessary, to eliminate any authorization
for worker access to transit rights-of-way in which the workers are dependent solely upon
themselves to provide protection from trains and moving equipment. These two NTSB
recommendations follow an October 19, 2013 accident in which two workers inspecting a dip in
track on the BART system were killed when both their backs were turned to a train traveling
more than sixty miles per hour. According to FTA, "The two recommendations are not limited
to the BART accident; however, R-13-39 and R-13-40 reflect the results of recent NTSB
investigations into fatalities and serious injuries to track workers on the rail transit systems in
Boston, Chicago, Houston, Miami, New York, Sacramento, and Washington, DC."
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STATE

GOVERNOR BROWN ADMINISTRATION

Appointment
Governor Jerry Brown this week appointed Mr. James Madaffer to the California
Transportation Commission (CTC) to fill an existing vacancy. He previously was a Council
Member for the City of San Diego in 2000 and served for eight years, during which period he
also served on the regional MPO, SANDAG. Madaffer resides in San Diego.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

State Budget
Governor Brown will release his proposed 2014-15 State Budget on January 10. Among
anticipated announcements, he is expected to propose dedicating Cap and Trade auction
revenues to some transportation activities, with an emphasis on rail and sustainable
communities.

Sustainable Communities and Clean Transportation ($600 million): As the largest contributor of
carbon and criteria air pollution in California, the transportation sector receives the largest
allocation, with investments in three primary strategies:

 Implementing regional Sustainable Community Strategies ($100 million): including
funding for public transit and integrating land use and transportation planning to develop
walkable, mixed-use communities. These investments will cut greenhouse gas
emissions in accordance with SB 375, California’s historic Sustainable Communities
and Climate Protection Act;

 Low carbon transportation ($200 million): including incentives for clean freight
equipment and rebates for heavy and light-duty zero emission vehicles; and

 Rail modernization ($300 million): with $250 million earmarked for funding to begin
construction of High Speed Rail in California, with an additional $50 million set aside to
meet rising demand for rail service throughout the state.

State of the State
The governor has also announced his scheduled State of the State Address to be conducted
on the evening of January 22, 2014.

California Transportation Infrastructure Priorities (CTIP)
Transportation Secretary Brian Kelly will again convene the CTIP work group on the afternoon
of Wednesday, January 22, 2014, at which time Secretary Kelly plans to share and receive
input on an interim CTIP document before it is made public.

SEASON OF CIVIL RIGHTS – MLK365 UPDATE – SAM STARKS

RT Celebrates a “Season of Civil Rights … It All Started on a Bus”
Since 2008, RT has been celebrating the “Season of Civil Rights ... It All Started on a Bus” with
a series of events during the months of December, January and February to build awareness
of the significant role that transit has played in the American Civil Rights Movement. In 2009,
the RT Board of Directors adopted a resolution recognizing RT’s Season of Civil Rights.
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The 6th annual Season of Civil Rights campaign started on December 1 when RT reserved a
seat on every RT bus in honor of Rosa Parks – the same day in 1955 in Montgomery,
Alabama, when Rosa Parks refused to obey a bus driver’s order that she give up her seat to
make room for a white passenger. Her simple act of defiance played a critical role in the
American Civil Rights Movement, as it ignited the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

In addition, this year’s Season of Civil Rights campaign features a commemorative bus with
exterior images of Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. that travels on different routes
through February; sponsorship of the 15th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Dinner;
and participation in the annual Capitol March for the Dream and Diversity Expo at the
Sacramento Convention Center. Winning poems from RT’s “I Am the Dream and the Dream Is
Now” art and poetry contest and RT’s historic “Old Blue” bus will be on display at the expo.

RT CALENDAR

Regional Transit Board Meeting

January 27, 2014
RT Auditorium

6:00 P.M

February 10, 2014
RT Auditorium

6:00 P.M

February 24, 2014
RT Auditorium

6:00 P.M

Executive Committee Meetings for 2014

Will be approved and scheduled by the Chair
on an as needed basis.

Mobility Advisory Council

January 16, 2014
RT Auditorium

2:30 P.M

March 6, 2014
RT Auditorium

2:30 P.M

Quarterly Retirement Board Meeting

March 19, 2014
RT Auditorium

9:00 A.M
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June 18, 2014
RT Auditorium

9:00 A.M

Paratransit Board Meeting

January 23, 2014
2501 Florin Road

6:00 P.M

March 27, 2014
Elk Grove Adult Community Training

6:00 P.M

May 22, 2014
2501 Florin Road

6:00 P.M



MEMORANDUM 
TO: House Republicans 
FR: Eric Cantor 
DT: Friday, January 3, 2014 
RE: January Legislative Agenda 

 
Happy New Year! I hope the holiday season allowed you to enjoy time with family and reflect on the 
important work we have ahead of us this year. As the Second Session of the 113th Congress gets under 
way, we have a number of items to consider in the month of January which are outlined below. 
 
Our issues conference at the end of this month will provide us time to gather as a party and construct a 
legislative agenda for the year. We must, as always, remain focused on our conservative policies that 
can help grow the economy, lessen the burden of government, and provide opportunity for America's 
hard working taxpayers.  Our conservative policies have proven to provide the solutions to the 
challenges families are facing including increasing economic security and creating more opportunity for 
advancement.   
 
Our agenda must reflect the input from each of our members and I look forward to hearing from you 
before, during, and after the issues conference this month.    
 
Obamacare 
 
The American people have witnessed the Obama administration flailing in its attempts to fix a health 
care law that is broken and cannot be fixed. Time and again, the president and his administration have 
unilaterally waived portions of their signature law without congressional consent.  The House will 
continue in our efforts to demand accountability for these actions and to exercise our constitutional 
duty of oversight of Obamacare as the coalition supporting the law continues to crack.   Our efforts will 
be shaped by our desire to help protect the American people from the harmful effects of this law, and 
knowing there is a better way.   
 
Several of our colleagues, including Diane Black, Kerry Bentivolio, and Gus Bilirakis have introduced 
legislation to require prompt notification in the event of a breach involving personal information. It is 
my intent to schedule legislation on this topic when we return next week. In the coming weeks, we will 
continue to address other areas of this failed law where greater transparency is called for, including 
requiring the administration to provide reliable and complete enrollment data.  We will remain vigilent 
in our oversight as our committees aim to hold the administration responsible for its failures in 
implementing their signature piece of legislation.  
 
These steps will be part of the overall effort to protect the American people from the harmful effects of 
Obamacare by ultimately repealing and replacing the law with patient focused reforms that expand 
access, ensure quality care, and help control costs. 
 
Appropriations  
 
With the Bipartisan Budget Agreement signed into law, Chairman Hal Rogers and the Appropriations 
Committee are drafting legislation to fund the government for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2014.  The 



committee's efforts include a thorough line-by-line analysis to help ensure that the spending plan 
reflects our priorities. 
 
This spring, we can expect a robust season of oversight and continued emphasis on spending reforms 
which reflect our priority of being good stewards of taxpayer dollars.  
 
Iran  
 
Iran remains perhaps the most significant national security threat facing the United States and its closest 
allies.  Its determined pursuit of a nuclear weapons capability and support for terrorism and instability 
must be stopped. It is my hope that the House, in a bipartisan manner, can express our concerns about 
Iran’s aggression and state our position on what a comprehensive settlement of the nuclear issue should 
look like. 
 
Conference Reports 
 
Chairmen Frank Lucas and Bill Shuster, along with our conferees, continue to work towards agreement 
with their Senate counterparts on the Farm bill and WRRDA conference reports, respectively.  These two 
conference reports represent new ideas on how government programs should work and as soon as they 
are ready for consideration, I expect to schedule these in the House.  
 
Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) 
 
Removing barriers to job creation imposed by the federal government remains a priority.  Our 
colleagues Cory Gardner, Bill Johnson, and Bob Latta produced legislation which reforms the EPA’s 
regulatory process to ensure that the federal government reduces the red tape inhibiting job creation 
and keeps our environment healthy. These important bills will come to the floor as a package aimed at 
improving the federal and state relationship when dealing with hazardous waste. 
 
Conclusion 
The floor schedule will include additional items as they are resolved throughout the month. Looking 
forward, several outstanding issues may be brought to the floor over the next few months, including: 
the Intelligence authorization, flood insurance, as well as legislation related to trade and immigration. 
We can also expect action on the statutory debt ceiling some time during the first part of the year.   
 
Upon returning to Washington, the House will stay focused on our common sense conservative 
solutions to the problems Americans are facing in this New Year.  I am convinced that by our staying 
united in this effort, we will achieve significant policy victories in the year ahead.   
 
Thank you for all the hard work you do on behalf of your constituents and all Americans. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Eric 






